German Measles

2137

Germany

ture.   See Germany;  Language and Lit-
erature.

German Measles. Sec Measles.
German Silver, or Nickel Silver, an al-
loy of somewhat variable composition, but
consisting approximately of copper 4 parts,
zinc 2, and nickel 2. It forms a white, tough
metal that takes a good polish, and is suitable
for the manufacture of spoons, forks, and
similar articles; but as it soon tarnishes, it is
usually electroplated. German silver has a
high electrical resistance, and is largely used
for making resistance coils.

German Southwest Africa, prior to the
World War (1914-18) a German African col-
ony, is bounded on the North by Portuguese
West Africa and North Rhodesia, on the west
by the Atlantic Ocean, on the south and
southeast by the Cape Province of the Union,
and on the east by Bechuanaland Protectorate.
Total area, 322,394 sq. m. Walvis Bay on the
west coast, with 374 sq. m., has been a British
possession since 1878.

Mainly a plateau, the land falls seaward in
terraces, gentle slopes, or sandhills. The south-
ern and much of the eastern parts are barren
and desert.

Vegetation is particularly rich in the Cu-
bango valley with its dwarf palms and papy-
rus. In Ovamboland, in the north, maize and
kafir corn are grown, and in the Out jo dis-
trict the cultivation of cotton and tobacco is
being attempted. The chief industry is stock-
raising. Considerable prospecting for miner-
als has been undertaken. Copper is mined
fairly extensively, especially at and near
Tsumem. Other minerals are vanadium, tin
and marble. Diamonds, small but of good
quality, were discovered in 1908 along the
coast. A great nitrate of soda field extending
over 10,000 sq. m. was discovered in 1929.

The chief native races are Bushmen. Hot-
tentots, Hereros, Ovambos, bergdamaras, and
bastards, numbering about 237,000. The Eu-
ropean population is about 25,000. German
occupation dates from 1884. In the World
War British and Boer forces conquered the
territory, 1914-1915. The country is adminis-
tered by the Union of South Africa under a
Mandate of the League of Nations, dated Dec
17, 1920. In 1925 a Union parliament granted
a constitution to Southwest Africa, providing
for an Executive Committee, an Advisory
Council and a Legislative Assembly. The seat
of government is Windhoek, which with its
surrounding district has a population of 4,602
Europeans and about 14,000 Natives. Con-
sult W. Everleigh's Southwest Africa (1915) t

P. Earth's Siidwest-Afrika (1926); I. L.
Evans' The British in Tropical Africa (1928).
Germantown, Battle of, was fought OD
Oct. 4, 1777, at Germantown, Pa., now a sub-
uiban section of Philadelphia, between an
American force under General Washington
and a British and Hessian force under Lord
William Howe, the Americans being defeated.
Washington, undaunted by his recent defeat
(Sept. ii) at Brand}'\vine Creek, planned to
surprise Howe, whose main force was station-
ed approximately along the line of Old School
Lane in Germantown. The attack was admi-
rably planned. The Americans were to march
in four divisions along four roads leading into ,
Germantown; they were to get into position
before daybreak on Oct. 4, and after a short
rest to deliver their attack. The main division
was delayed at the old Chew House, in which
Colonel Musgrove with a small British force
had taken shelter; a heavy fog made marching
difficult; Wayne's troops (of the center) and
Stephen's (of the left) mistook one another
for the enemy; and finally the Americans were
driven back by the British. See REVOLUTION,
AMERICAN.
Germany, still called the German Reich,
though now a totalitarian state and no
longer an empire, lies between the North Sea,
Denmark, the Baltic Sea and Lithuania on the
north, Poland and Hungary on the east,
Hung., Yugoslavia, Ital. and Switz., on the s.,
and France, Belgium and Holland on the west.
It comprised, prior to the 1914-18 War, the
several kingdoms, grand duchies, duchies,
principalities, free towns, and the Imperial
Territory of Alsace-Lorraine making a total
area of 208,810 sq. m., with a population
(1910) of 64,903,423. By the treaty of Ver-
sailles (1919), however, following the War,
Germany surrendered Alsace-Lorraine (5,600
sq. m.) to France; the districts of Malmedy
and Eupen (382 sq. m.) to Belgium; parts of
Silesia, Posen, West and East Prussia (17,816
sq. m.) to Poland; the Memel district (1,026
sq. m.) to Lithuania; and 122 sq.m. to Czech-
oslovakia. She also lost sovereignty over Dan-
zig (754 sq. m.) and the rich Saar Valley (738
sq. m.)3 which became internationalized for
a period lasting until 1935. (See DANZIG; SAAR
VALLEY), while portions of Schleswig, East
and West Prussia, and Upper Silesia, with
over 6,700 sq. m., were designated as territories
which were to determine later whether they
wished to remain German or be incorporated
with Denmark and Poland, respectively. This
was done by plebiscites, which had the fol-
lowing results: Schleswig (March, 1920),